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Debre Markos University

Vision

Debre Markos University strives to be one of the top ten universities in

Africa by 2025

Mission

Debre Markos University has the following missions:
v Producing competent and innovative professionals;
v Carrying out problem solving rescarch at local and national levels;
v Providing community and consultancy services that contribute to the

national development objectives

Values

Debre Markos University adheres to the following core values:

v Student centeredness

v Quality and speedy service delivery

v Good governance

v Team spirit

v Academic freedom

v Competitiveness in scholarships
v Collaboration for mutual benefits
v Recognition of merit

v Professional cthics

v Social responsiveness.
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Top News of the year

Debre Markos University School of Law
Gives Training on the Prevention of Early Marriage

Debre Markos University School of Law gives
two days fraining on the prevention of carly mar-
riage o ihe people of Wojel and Yesenbet
Eebele, Awabel Woreda, The participants of the
training were kebele administrators, managers,
health extension expens, police forces and some
peoples drawing from  secunity. of Awabel
Worada,

Debre Markos University School of Law Vice
Dean Ato Haile Andarge says that the objechive
of the training is to decrease the social, econom-
i, and psychological impacts of carly marnage
in the zone and the country at large. The training
content incorporates delinition of early marriage,
reasons of carly marriage, impacts of carly mar-
nage, Wwpes of marmage, wavs of early mamage
prevention, legal rules of early marriage and
other related issues,

Alo Haile in his explanation briefs about impacis
and practices of early maminge ot natomal level
upon rescarch based figures, reasons for early
marriage, preventive ways of early mamiage, and
typees of marmiage by referming documents of legal
rules agmnst early marmage in hne with
Ethiopian rules.

+o 1 v 8

Debre Markos University Instituwtionn] Quality Assurance
Directorate Director Askalemanam Adamu (PhDY) on her
part brief= about healih, social, economic, physical, emo-
tional and other problems of early marnage. Dr
Askalemanam en her explanation indicates the problems of
carly marmage by using ressarch evidence and her own ex-
penences, On her explanation, since early mamiage 15 being
practiced irrespective of Ethiopian Family Law, which pro-
hibits marmage under 18, 1t is causing several physical, psy-
chological and economical complications,

Finally Debre Markos University training and consultancy
service officer Ato Basazinew Dires says that Debre Markos
University is working to minimize and even to eradicate the
practice of early marmiage through conducting community
awareness creation programmes. Thereby, collaborative
effort of leaders at each lerarchy, elderly people, health
professionals, security bodies, religious fathers, and other
stakeholders are demanding to work against carly mamiage.
The university works together with kebeles and make follow
up on the progress of the kebeles' activities against carly
marrigge, he added. Moreover, Ato Basasinew informs the
community as Debre Markos University is giving free legal
aid services, which enables them to report and request for
the service against the practice of ecarly marriage.
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Top News of the year

Space Science Society Held Annual Summit at
Debre Markos University

Space Science Society of Debre Markos beanch
conducts general annual summit under the motto
“Ethiopia could be scientific society™ al Debre
Markes University, On the occasion, the dean of
Matural and Computational Science in  Debre
Murkos University A Yilikal Bezie says that
space science society is running 0 create people
who believe in scientific innovations amd technol-
ogy oriented living siyles, On his explanation, al-
though the development of space science sociely in
aur eountry 5 al infant stage, we are witness of that
technology has an advanced contnbutions 1o the
globe. Considering thiz, the space science Socicty
Debre Markes branch cormies out strong effort by
increwsing s membrers and opening branch olfices
in Ethiopia. Ao Yilkal remorked that in onder 1o
familiarze the new generation with the scientific
thoughts Pebre Markos University space science
society Debre Markos branch has csiablished
£hibs, schoaling institutions and forward constrsc-
tive looking to improve and develop societal ben-
efits camenly,

Debre Markos University space scienoe socicly
representative e Yihuoe Hibistie on has repsor
explains that the society in general and the young
generahion n particular showld be  commtied
encugh to get update with new scientific innova-
tions and get nd-off problems regarding to science
and technology.

+o 1 v 8

In doing so, the community at large sdhere scientific oulbocks,
knowledge and skills 50 a8 do have scientilically and technologi-
cally minded socicty after all. On the same token, since the space
scignce socicly anms al gelting the decisive gencration of the
Ethiopia, it has to create individuals® who intend o use the scienee
and technology sophistically, which leads Exhiopians to be scien-
tifie society.

The Ethiopian space science society Debre Markos branch was es-
tablished on February 16th 2016 with the aim of creating scientifi-
cally habited socicty and forwarding the significances of schence
and technology vividly, In order to attain the aim the space science
socicty delivers a number of scentilic rescarches in the stream,

D Arega Mulu, Debre Markos University technalogy depanment
teacher, on his turn, presents a research paper entitled with “simula-
teon ol ||I1_.-':‘h'|‘:-|1,|-1[|c.."|| olTects of land wwe! land cover :}qhg:.- on
stream flovw at Gilgel Abay River basin using PRMS mode] and sat-
ellite images”. Moreover, special falented-students from Debee
Markos town and the nearby arcas present their incredible scien-
tific inmovations and works during the conference.

Eventually, Ato Yilikal Bexie on his closing speech states that sci-
entific society is abowul to be created by the societal optimistic con=
sent, scientific communication and other science-onented amen:-
ties. On this regard, every member of the society should contribute
hisher own best as per of the objectives of the space science soci-

ety,
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Top News of the year

Debre Markos ﬁm’verﬂtsq
Preparatory Sc

-

offers Traini '1?-“3 Secondary and
Hools Phiysics

eachers

Pt weewe o the frapneing

Debre Markos University department of physics
gives training for Eastern Gojjam  Zone
Secondary and Preparatory School physics
teachers. The University addresses commumnity
problems and transfers research output to the so-
ciety through community services, In community
service mission of the university filling the gaps
and capacitating professionals in different disci-
plines 15 sigmficant. As a result, Debre Markos
University physics department teachers give
training for East Gojjam zone secondary and pre-
paratory school physics teachers on difficult
areas of the subject so as to fill their skill gap.
The training was on ‘thermodynamics” and
*Electromagnetism’.

Mr. Bantayehu Aderaw, Debre Markos University head of
department of physics, in his opening speech states that the
training material given to the trainees by Debre Markos
university physics department ought to be shared with the
non-trained physics teachers to teach the students on the
commeonly agreed points similarly. In doing so, the students
shall have similar knowledge, skill and attitude intellectu-
afly, he remarked,

Similarly, Debre Markos University Natural and computa-
tional Science College gives professional development
training on Linking Teaching and Leaming Chemistry with
Rescarch for Secondary and preparatory chemistry teachers
for two days.
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Top News of the year

Debre Markos University worksito/1 mprove the [ivelihood ﬂf

the commun ity

Tralning on harmiul traditional practices to Chertekol Kebele dwelloers

Debre  Markos  University Community  Service
Diirectorate in collaboration with School of Law,
Health Science College and Social Science and
Humanities College gives fraining on harmfil tra-
ditional practices to Cherckel Kebele dwellers at
Haddis Alemayehu Scoondary School.

Dcbre  Markos  University  Troining  and
Consultancy Officer Ao Basaznew Diires states
that the training sims to swane the community on
harmfil traditional practices bemg practiced in the
community o minimize and eradicate them at
lnrge. He reminds that similar proctices hove been
given in 2015 by the university; a training given to
Libanos Kebebe dwellers by 2016 has made chang-
es towands the coemmunity,

It 1= noted that the trining on harmiful traditional
practices given io Cherickel Kebele dwellers has
bﬁnqightlm and let them stand against these
practices, Thereby, participants of the training
ogreed Lo make discussions at every gathening to
reach consensus and set binding rules and regula-
tions that prohibit the practice of harmful tradi-
ttonal practices. Furthermone, Debre Markos
University will cvaluate, monitor and support the
community in workmg with eradicating harmfiul
traditional practices.

*o 1 hvC 8

Ato Getie Wagaw, Chertekel Kebele Administrator, on his part
says that the training enables to create awareness on harmful tra-
ditional practices that affect the social and economic aspect of
their life. Thus, they will share their understanding 1o others when
they meet ot different gotherings, Ato Getie added that leaders of
different community organizslions parficipate in the traiming
mention as they can work topether against the harmful traditional
practices uniformly. Thus, working 1o alleviate the problem of the
COMMuUNLY i & primary mission o the kebele,

The training was offerad by Ato Wasachew Ashebir from Health
Science College Public Health, Ato Abreha Mesele, School of
Law and Ato Endalkachew Mulugeta from Social Science and
Humanitics College. They have showm personal, family and
social problems of the practices to the trainees. The fraining
shows the social, health and legal aspects of the problem.
Besides, Ato Abreha stotes that practicing (he harmiul traditiozal
excrcising brings liability to the law.

Porticipants of the imining say that avoiding hormful imaditional
practices would be their next activity, Relipious fathers, Edir
heads, School Directors and kebele Administritors who were par-
icipants of the training are missioned to work on preventing and
minimizig the practice,
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Detre Maricos University Leaders” forum members and the community command
post discussing on the current situation of the instifucion and netional ol

Diebre Markos University Leaders” forum mem-
bers and the community command post discuss on
the current situation of the institation and natkomnal
affairs. The discussion is held to create awareness
te the community to protect themselves from
damage in relation to the declared state of emer-

peney that the country has already on.

School of Law Viee Dean Mr. Haile Andarge pres-
cnis a paper entitled “Peohibited activitics on staie
of emergency and universities™ for discussion. As
o M. Haile the state of emergency requires obey-
ing of laws. State of Emergency and its basclines,
prerequisites and reasons for declaration of state of
emergency, prohibited rights, responsible bodies o
declare state of emergency and time bound are
armong points that ane raised by Mr. Haile, State of
Emergency is declared by responsible government
body a1 times of imminem problems that cannet be
solved through the regular laws, Haile added.
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Debre Markos University Leaders Torum discuss on the pager and raise
questions. accordingly. Commander Asrat, Eas: Gojjam Zone Coordinator
mentioned that the discussion s designed since it is very difficult to bring
clear understanding to the people using government medin. The com-
mander gives explanation and answers 1o the questions forearded by
members of University Leaders forum. Commander Asrat underlined tha
all University Community are responsible io collaborate with police in
identifying criminals since universities are places where they are vulner-
ahlc for attack by imcsponsible persons. Thus, University stalfs should
work 1o bring peaceful and secured icaching-leaming process by provid-
ing the criminals who fired the campuas,

Finally, Debre Markos University leaders forum and the command post
agreed that awireness creation on stile of emergency o the comimunity
should be given due emphasis since not informed about the law cannot let
people free from penalty.
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Debre Marros University Makes Construction Extension Agreement.with

Debre Markos University makes two constnsct:on
extension agréements o be built at Debre Markos
town main campus. The two contraciors, Daniel
Lito Construction Contractor wins lot 4 classroom
building and Safer Construction wins lot 5 entre-
preneurship amd business development bunbding by
34 490.58% 65 Bir and 32,487,605 80 Birr respec-
tively 1o sccomplish the construction within 365
days each. In addition, Safer Construction wins lof
6 hotel and tourism administration fraining center
building by 54,202 960.35 Bimr to finish 1t within
540 days.

Two Contractors

Debre Markos Univiersity construction praject Head Mr. Leta Hora, on his
part savs that construction should mot be made impure quality matenals
since they are expected to serve for longer. Thereby, contractors should
build quality buildings and bring better experience 10 the commamity that
enables them w keep their repatations. Thos, constriction consuluants
should recruit skilled professionals and complete the constnsction on the
time provided for each. Debre Markos University Construction Progect
Office will also make supervision and control over the materials for the
constructions, he added. The university management bodies also say that
the construction contractors should work to finish their respective build-
ings a5 per the agreement with quality,

e Nigusie Midilkn, Debee Maskos Lleiversity pressdeal and Dy, Zewdu  Wosdyiffew, Admiairrason and Sredenrs®
Affsiry Vice Presideny exchengrag the agrocenent documents

Speaking at the agreement stape the president of
Debre Markos University Dr. Nigusie Mitku ex-
plains about problemss faced in the constructions
and contraciors. He states that construchion com-
traciors should do and what should be expected
from the university, Constroction contractors shall
keep on working energetically and keep the qualiny
af the constructions. They kave to have good repu-
tation il they construct quality buildings. The uni-
versity and the town Administration are commitied
to support contractors when they face problems,
Dir, Migusie suggests.
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The Construchion contractors speaking ot the agreement stage say that
they will work appropriately fo finksh in time and construct quality build-
mgs, They also show their wsallingness on the time proposed by the
University 1o discussion quarterly. They also ssk the university to show
the place where they can have quality constrection midernds,

Finally, Vice President for Business and Dewvelopment of Debre Markos
LUniversity D Saveh Kassaw indicates that the umiversity and constrisc-
tion contractors will work together and evaluate their progresses regularly
for the success of the projects.
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Debre Markos University Community Visit:S
Streening and qtiﬂprﬂ”mf at‘Dejen Wa 0

gLHL‘T"

seed genorypes adapration activities and irs progressar Daen Woreda

Debre Markos University Research and
Publication Directorate Organizes a field vasit
ot Dejen Woreda seed gpenotypes screening
and adaptation centers. During the field visit,
Research and Pablication Directorate Director
Dr. Getnet Atnafu states that East Gojjam
Zone 15 among the productive arcas of the
country. Teff is one of the major crops in this
area though its product and productivity is still
Iimited. Thereby, the Directorate has been
working o improve product and productivity
of their crops to improve the livelihood of the
community farmers by bringing productive
seed genotyvpes. The feld visit mims to consalt
and gather suggestions from the University
community on the activitics done on adapta-
tion and screeming of Teff seced genotype
before its distribution to the farmers.
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Mr. Assaye Demelash, Tefll seed genolype Adaplation amd
Screening Rescarcher, states that fraditional cultivation and not
using of selected seed penoiypes are among the problems that
hinder productivity of the community famers. Thereby, Debre
Markos University in collaboration with Debrzeit Agriculture amd
Research Cenier have been doing adaptation activities on 36 Tell
genolvpes, on 49 Teff genotypes on environmental adaptability and
on 26 Tefl seed genotypes on national seed selectron and adapia-
tion researches by 2015, he added. Thus, duplication and dissemi-
nation of better seed of Tell genotype shall be made by comparing
the production and productivity rate of those genotvpes produced
before two years and this yvear.

Participant= on the Held visit stating their happiness over the visit
as it indicates thiz Tefl genotype should be checked m different
ecosystem for its effectiveness before it 15 distributed to the farm-
ers, The research work should also be implemented an farmers” land
out of the research sife to see the changes,
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Debre Markos University hosts a Symposiumion “}mtenti'ﬂ!@
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Dr. Belay Simane presenting fus research

Debre Markes University bosts a symposium on
“Potentials and Challenges of Choke Ecosystem™
wiiber the presence of honorsble  government
higher officialz, regionnl state higher officials,
zone amnd Woreda Administrmors, University in-
structors and researchers, Choke area dweller
farmers and invited participants were participants
at the symposium at Gozamen Hotel.

Mr. Getnet Mengesha, EPLU Department Head,
states that meaningful achievements have been
maide through the acuvities done (o saleguard bis-
diversity from varous damages. This, the sympo-
sium 15 designed to put directions o protect the
Choke ecosvstem by providing: with the commiu-
nity  possible  solubions.  Protecting  Choke
Watershed 15 erucial for the region, the country, the
continent and even the world at large. Choke
Development Project focuses at Environment and
natural resources comservation including  green
m'y development. Therefore, due emphasis
“should be given to Choke Project for the realiza-
tion of development af every comer of the country
and for poverty reduction, he remarked.

Climate Change Planning and Mainstreanming
Directorate Director and Representative of Stade
Minister, Environment and Climate Change Sector
Mr. Nurmeded Jemal, on his speech says that con-
szrving Choke Biodiversity s among the bodiver-
sity conservation and development regions in
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cluded in the biodiversity conscrvation enbancement schieme, Increasing
of population. deforestation, erosion, overgrazang, climate change and
dizeases are among the causes of bisdiversity harm in Ethiopia, e under-
lines. Thus, Mainsireaming Incentives for Biodiversity Conservation
(MIBC) in CRCTE project is being implementsd in awareness creation
programs 1o all concemed bodies. The symposium would enable to see
challenges and come up with pessible solutions to rebabilitate the biodi-
versity and coosystem of Choke Watershed through the active imvolve-
ment of all stakehalders,

Dr. Belay Simane, an author of “Building Community Resilience 1o
Chimme Change”, and an instructor a1 Addis Ababa Universaty, présents
his research paper entitfed “Polentials and Challenges of Choke
Ecosystem™ to the participants of the symposium. His research wodk re-
veals the relevance, opporunities, challenges, valnerability, bow to build
resilience and basic prnciples belpful to bring chmate sman agneuliure,
which is & pathway towards development and ensure food security, Dr
Belay madicates that the biodhiversity and ecosysiem conservalion of
Choke should not be let for a sector or an individual rather it demands the
collaborative and collective effort of every citizen at each corner.
Therefore, everyone could benefit or face difficulties accordingly; Choke
Watershed Development activities should not be lefl for tomormow since
it 16 & madter of life, he concluded,

Dr. Getanch Belachew, an Instructor and Rescarcher ot Debre Makos
University presents his research work entitled “Ecological Swdy of the
Wepetation in Choke Mountain Range, Norh west Ethiopra™, His study
reveals  the biodiversity, Challenges and possible solutions.
Encroachment, overgrazing, clearing and selective cutting. firevood, and
erosion are among the challenges that his research reveals, k

Issue 1 Number 8 57



Top News of the year

b His study also reveals that there are about 141
plant specics catcgorized under 5 divisions. Dr.
Cretanch's study has come across with 21 endemic
plant species which are very vital for tourst attrac-
tion, medicinal parpose and for ofhers foo
Therchy,

the aren has to be given dus attention since it is
reach enough i biodiversity which are very im-
portant for multifaceted purposes. Furthermeore,
Dr. Mesfin Abate and Dr. Aramide Fetene preseni
their rescarch papors entitled “Major infervention
carmcd out at Choke Watenshed by Debre Markos
Universaty and “Land Use and Land Cover Change
on the extent of Afroalpine Vegstation of North
west Ethiopen the case of Choke Mountain “re-
spectively. Other reseanch papers have been also

presented by the mnvited guests, rescarchers and paricipants. Participanis
make detail discussion and sugpest possible solutions for what should be
done nexi

Farmer Shimeles Aynadis and Minywab Ferede from Bibugne Woreda,
Wonber Kidus Keble and from Sinane Woreda respectively soy that re-
searchers should indrcate other meuns of mcome generation so as i skop
encroachment, overgrazing, cutting and odher activities that affect theE
ecosystem and biodiversaty. The govemment should also give due aften-
tion for the commanity i collaboration with the researchers so as fo act
nccordingly,

East Gojjam Lone Administrutor Mr. Temesgen Tinuneh says that the de-
velopment activities at Choke watershed are crecial for development of
the coumiry, the continent and the world at large. He thanks Dr. Belay
Simane for his excellent deeds for Choke area Development sinee the
wviry imception. He also assured that os immediate nction demands to relin-
hilitate Choke and make it center for Tourism.

Dr. Tewoldeberhan gr*:ﬁrfegzi’abﬁerf on DM Seminar

Dr. Tewoldeberhan Gebrecpriabhere presenting o semenar

Debee  Markos  University  Rescarch  and
Technobogy Transfer Dircctorale organizes a semi-
mar on “Biodiversity Conservation for Research
and Sustainable Development™. The seminar is
presented by the  distinguished  guest Dr
Tewoldeberhan  Ciebreegzisbhers o motivate
DML staffs and share his best experience. Debre
Markos Universaty, Rescarch and Technology
Transfer Directorate Director D Getnet Atinafu
says that participants of the seminar would share
cxpencnce and wWeas from e presenter, Dr
Tewoldeberhan, who has reach and  amsssed
knowledge and experience on environmen and
biodiversity conservalion.

Om the seminar presentation Dr. Tewoldeberhan
slates that human species is a thinking animal
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which gives foresaght, In onder 1o have sustainable food security, which is
the foundation of sustanable development, people should ct logically
and in unity. He stated about ecobogical and indusarial agriculiure, agricul-
ture and ecological siability, agriculmre amd niche simplification,
Techniques used by Farming communities for compensating for the loss of
ecosysiem components, industrinl agriculiure and possible solutions 1o
ensure sausiainable food security,

Anticipating future needs and carrying out research (o solve food security
problems and empower the local farming communitics demand unani-
mousky agreed collective and comective actions. We have started to do so
in Ethipia, though we siill necl o do much more, especially in participa-
pory rescarch with farming commumities,” he said. Finally, DR. Tewolde
wishes that we all, our children, grandchibdren and all future generations
live in our Mother Earth which has become stable because we have done
the necessary research and implemenintion ko stabilize 168 component eco-
EvElem,
: Issue 1 Number 8 58
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Debre Markos University Delegates Pata Visition Three
Foreign Universities
—

Partial view of DMU delegates Foreign University partners Vistt

Debee Markos University delegates conducted
paid wvisit om University of Business  and
Econommics, Computer Scicoce and Skills
University of Poland and Hamburg Universities
fior 15 days with the official invitation from respee-
tive universities

It is noted that Debre Markos University has been
waorking actively 1o establish collaboration and
partnership with various academic and rescarch in-
stitutes which are foursd all and sround the world,
Thus, among others Debie Markos University has
signed Memorandum of understandings (MMOLN
with two Polish Univerities and Hamburg in
Crermany in the previous years with the ohjectives
of stafl and student exchanges, joint rescanch and
community service undertaking as well as material
and resource sharing,

Dichie Markos University Forcign Relation and
Partnership Coordinator D, Haimanot Wasie,
states that their visit was very successiul for Debre
Markos Lniversity as well as (or twinning par-
ners. The parner institutes kave the potential and
capacity hamessed over years, he added. They are
also well equipped with teaching maierials, labora-
tories and resources supplant Hence, in the subse-
quent meetings they beld with chancelloss, profes-
sads and feflow Adminstrators, they trecd o ex-
change basic wleas specifically in the way they
could transiate the MOU signed before practically
omn the gronnd. |':|'I!'I:‘:I\E|._:|.'., with the two '|'.|'I'.'III§I]1 pirt=
mers and Deboe Markos Uhn.'-ﬂ'l'l.il}' :I-:I-:!B,:I'Lf_'z reach
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apresments 0 sier recerving students or trmnees whio will sahisfy the cn-
terin required by both universities beganning from September 2007, D
Haimanot explained. Thereby, both universitics make points (o the prepi-
ration of a MOLU which will ariculate and address several issues; the -
Interal duties and responsibalities o be expected fraom the host and home
instifutes at the time of student and staff exchange.

Diebre Markos University Delegnies also participate in an cvent weni on
at lengthiat the university of computer science and skills in prepamtion of
joint based curmiculum from compister sciences and  Mechatronics.
Having background informaton of the courses affered to each partmer
Universities, delegnies reach consensus to change curniculums each other
for further feedbacks. The same assignment was aleo there in the area of
Toun=m Monagement. By and large Diebre Markos Liniversity delegates
cxpress their belict that they got sufficient experienees and lessons from
all of the three parnzrs,

The team scheduled to visit Hamburg University in Germany as the col-
Inboration between Hamburg and Debre Markos Universitics stars since
2002 though it freezes at some point duwe to vanous reasons, Debre
Markes Universitics Delegates remarks, Therchy, Debre  Markos
Limiversity Parnership and Exiernal Relation trees to refurbsh Hamburg
University s believed to b one of the best strategic partner to Debire
Markos University. In view of that attempts to commumndcate with the
target people who brought the partnership inception as well as known by
the contributions, made a lot to the foundation of Haddis Alemavehu
Culiural instituie

Finally, Debre Markos University Dielepates accredit and thank a lot the
three partner universitics for their warmly welcome amd support dunng
the visit that they made. It & noded that Debee Markos University wall
benefit & lot from the three foreign parmer universities in the years ahead.
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Debre Markos University celebrates March 8 colorfully
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Mr. Tadesse Tenaw, Debre Markos University Acadermic Affirs Vice President

Debee  Markos University Gender Adfair and
HIVIAIDS  Prevention Directorate celebrates
Intcrnaticnal Women's Dry {(March ) colorfully
through panel discossion, The pancl discussion
was on “Enhancing Women's Saving Culiure for
Chur Renaissance” With the presence of smvited
puests and participants,

Infemationnl YWoamen's Day 15 béing celebrmied by twinming females” moles
im saving culture and renaissance, he added. The enroliment of female su-
dents at higher institutions becomes half of the onstrited their population.
Thus, female stedents become 50 percent in Debre Markos University.
The merement 1o the enroliment of female studends 15 not an end by iself,
Diebre Markos University and concemed bodics should give their respec-
tive support to produce competent ond efficient female graduates.

el

f"'"""‘l.---.

FPartial View of the panel discussion

Debre Markes University Academic Affmirs Yice
President Mr, Tadesse Tenaw siates that women's
started 1o be listened since they demonstrated their
protest amd compladn oo iernational squeares be-
cise of their Emited panicipation due 1o vanous
reasons, [ntemational Women's Day (March 8) has
been celebrated for their freedom and security in
the world, Females have been considered ns they
could do nothing beyond household activities.
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Mr. Addisu Mekonnen presents a paper entitled, “Females and saving cul-
ture” for panc] discussion, The celebration of women's intemational day
shall be linked with developing saving culture, According o Mr. Adisu
gsaving with the exclusion of females cannot be meaningful apd full
though saving in Ethiopia reaches 21.8%., Therchy, collaborative work =
demanding o develop femnples” saving colture a5 a whole: Participants
asked number of questions on the paper and concerned bodies gives re-
plies and explanstion. Sustaining hiring best achiever graduates in the
university, improving females” saving culbure and increasing the ]
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¢ participation of females in research and commu-
nity -services greas in which Debre  Markos
University should give due emphosis, participants
suggested.

[ebre Markos Ulniversity - Crender Affrs  and
HIV/AIDS Prevention Directorate awards prizes (o
female runners of Debre Markos University who
takes part in International Women's Day {(March &)

race held in the town, high grade achicver studems i the vear and for
memibers of Haddis Alemayehu Cultural Studies Institute for their Hit-
erary works presented duning the celebration of March 5.

Finally, Yice President for Administration and Students” Affairs of
Debre Markos University Dr, Zewduy Wondyifraw states that Debre
Markos University works to enable females to play their own reles in
research by mekling wrong assumption towands them,

Mr. Tadesse Tenaw, Debre Markos Umiversity Academic Affairs Vice President

Diebee Markos  University Women's Affair and
HIVIAIDS Prevention Direciorate in colinhboration
with Mahibere Hiwot for Social Development con-
ducts two &ays Reproductive Health Festival that
enables seninr students to share life experiences to
the fresh ones. The objective of the festival is o
aware female students 'of the University to protect
themselves from Reproductive Health preblems.
Female instructors and senior female students share
their lifiz experiences to Mrst vear female studems.

Mr. Tadesse Tenaw, Debre Markos University
Acadermnic Afairs Viee President, siates that first
wear studenis might face difficulties and challenges
during their stay in the university since they are
now for the university and live far from their fami-
lics. Therchy, fresh students can share cxpenicnces
from female mnstroctors and wenvor female students
that could enable them protect themselves from up-
coming problems which may aifect their success
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and achievement, Furthermone, the University supporns and encour-
apes bow achiover female students through tutor and other mecha-
nisms, Mr. Tadesse added.

Theree female instroctoss drawn from Social Science and Humanities
College, Education and Behavioral Science Institute and Technology
College respectively share theie life experiences for female studenis,
The Instroctors give detail explanation on the challenges they sqll
face. They also promised that they are voluntary 1o share their experi-
ences and give suppon in time of challenges. Female students should
alst be strong and challenge the problems they might face snd attend
their education o be socoesafiul, instructon advised.

On the occasion, senior high grade achicver female students from
each college ot recognition amd awands,
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“The role of the University leaders and the staff at DMU is
already laudable” M. Lakshmi

Debre Markos University acadentic staffz" are Ethiopians and expatriates from different cormers of the world, For this
year Enlighrenment magazing, Yarlagadda Lakshmi, an Indian expatrizte who 5 working as an Assistant Professor af the
deparament of Elecirical and Computer Engineering of Debre Markos University for the past six years has her own
sayving about working 85 an expatriate in a different interculiural serting,

Yarlepuclis faliphig

Enlighterment: Can you tell me your educationn! back-
ground?

Lakshmi: | finished my B.E at Gulbarga University in the
year 1996, and M.Tech ar Jawaharlyl Nehmu Technological
University in the year 2007 from Indis. | have i total experi-
ence of about two decades in teaching and also T am about 1o
get my PhD degree for which the final defence viva voce is
fimed on 276201 TG.C)

Enlightenment; How long do you work in Ethiopia in gen-
cral and Debre Markos Usiversity in particular?

Lakshmi: [ am working in Debre Markos University, Ethiopia
for almost six years. | have not worked anywhere else as an
expatriate other than Debre Markos University, Ethiopin. 1 got
rengwitl for three imes o work ot DAMEL

Enlightenment; What are the opporfunities fo work across
different cultural settiog?

Lakshmi: As far s | am concerned. Ethiopia is the first coun-
iy from which 1 bad an opporiunity to be associated for the
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past six years, Regarding the cultural settings 1 feel that the
urban society of Ethiopia follows western culture, while the

rural people have their own identity of tribal Exhiopians.

Enlightenmeni: What are the challenges o work af the
pew place and oew culture?

Lakshmi: Normally Indians have the culture of sdaptabality
to the new circumstanees. However, in Ethiopia, especially
nt Debre Markos 1 don't find any difficulty in living within
und outside the DMU campas. 1t 15 because people are very
kind enough showing affection and respect towards Indizns
livinge here. It facilitates: much of our involvement with
people, and hence 1 don’t feel much of a challenge other
than improving our academic skills. We whether male or
female do not feel any challenges put forth before us in
Ethiopian classroom settings other than academic mvolve-
i

Enlightenment: How do yvou bapdle your students to be
successiul electrical engineers?

Lakshmi: Other than little fluency of students with English
commenication, | don®t find any difficulty m guiding them
to become successful Electncal Engmeers. To make them
miore conversant and efficient, | take classes with due illus-
trations with practical examples and modemn techniques in
the ficld of Electrical Enginecring based on our expenience.

Enlightenmeni: Have you faced a challenge to cope up
yoursell in intercultural classroom seiting?

Lakshmi: | don’t face any challenge with respect to the in-
tercultural classroom settings as being Indians, we used to
wdapt and sdjust ourselves with change of environment

Enlightenment: In your experience at DMU, how do
you examine the education system of the university?

Lakshmi: With my cxperience, | foel that the cducation
fystem here s good and liberal w improve the students

grading by gening good scores, It gives more responsibility
to the siudents especially in scoring competent marks ¢
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b which 15 based on the contimpous infemal assess-
ment system and final examinations, However, 1o my
personal feeling it would have good impact on stu-
dents il the ratio of continuous intcmal assessment
and final exams is kept as 40060,

Enlightenment: As an infernational scholer what
are your research contributions for Ethiopia or the
umi vergity ?

Lakshmi: During my scrvice in Debre Markos
Universaty, | have following noteworthy contributions
towards rescarch, useful for both faculty and students.
I have conducted a short term workshop on latest tech-
nology in VLS which helped them o know more
about YL51 through which they gathered more infor-
mation especially to work with their projects. The
other | have contributed mysell as o reviewer in two
research proposdls in the area of solving Problems in
water distnbution and power distribution of Debre
Markos University. In addition | have been an inspira-
tion 1o bath students and faculty in guiding more than
25 projects and also in publishing few jourmal papers,

Enlightemment: What are the qualities vouo have o
be a successful reacher?

Lakshmi: I feel that | am competent to be considensd
as one of the successful teachers based on few obser-
vations xuch asbeing with panence in solving the
learning difficulties sssociated with students: ap-
proaching Fellow colleagues in a social and fmendlier
way; and inferncting with faculty and students without
burting their inner feclings,
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Enlightenment: Could yvou explain the role of the universify
leader and the siaff to make the work atmosphere compatible fo
expatriates?

Lakshmi; The role of the universaty leaders and the staff at DMU s
slrewdy laudable, especially with expatnates and hence as such there

is nothing specific 1o say anything aboul it
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Higher education is dynamic. Iis dynamism is
resulted from diversity of students,  Students
wlvo are joining universitics are expecied 1o have
an cxposure 0 advance their knowledge, skill
and attiude, Therefore, it i crystal clear that
higher educabion swdents have o be wise 1o
come up with these domains of education. In
ling with this, the academic atmosphere and the
hospitality of the university have a great impact
on the success and falure of students. Debre
Markos University gives a priority of hospitality
o make all smchents successivl and productive,
Major works are doing 1o assune hospitality o
thi university. The fir activity 18 (mnsportation,
in which new comers get the serviee af transpor-
tation. The university has assigned buses to give
transportation services from the bus siation 1o
the main campus. This helps to minimize vulner-
ability to different risks and challenges. As the
result of this, students can get free transportation
service, preventing from addimonisl and unnec-
essary expenditure as well as support from the
students’ union and clubs.

After students entered io the campus, they got
orientation about the university and their duties
and rights by higher leaders of the university and
other concemed bodies, This vear, Debre
Markos University gives orentation to 3380
new cntranl stedents on 15 senvice: delivery,
Debre Markos University subsection leaders and
the community Admmistration Brnches make
awreness Lo the shadents on their respectndg ser-
viee delivery dunng the onentation session.
Thus, students can ¢asily be familiar with the
university and the community. Speaking at the
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ofientalion stage, the president of the University Dy, Nigusie Mitku
says that it is great 1o join university afler successful achisvement il pri-
mary and secondary education and scoring pass mark for tertiary educa-
tion. University s the place where leamers can be equipped wath
knowledge, skills and attitude. It is not an end rather it is a gatoway for
achieving their objectives, Therchy, learners shiould use their time prop-
erly to accomplish thelr goals for the betierment of their future Life,
According to Dr, Nigusie, stsdents should widen their knowledge, skills
and atides by reading in librares with the lesson they 1ake from the
clnss, New comers should never spend their time uselessly in their stay
in the university, be added. In their study time, the universitly supports
the students in every aspect until they gradunte, Besudes, the universaty
instructors and administrative staff are very collaborative 1o help the
students. Students are also advised to have appropaste respect for their
instructions and supportive stafl, Since students have differemt religion,
culire, language and idéas, they have 1o tolemite and respect each other.
Hence, stsdents™ have 1o follow the rules and the regulanions of the umi-
versity. Finally, Dr. Nigusie wishes them penceful and siccessful
academic year. b
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¥ On the other hand, Administrative and Students’
Affairs Vice President D Fewdu Wondyifmw,
Registrar  Deputy Director Mr Bihanu  Mekuria,
Compound Peace and Secunty Head Commander
Yibelinl Demsaw, Legal Service Direstorate Director,
Mr. Manaye Alemu, Mr. Eshetic Derb from Library and
Information Service Directorte Director, and other
leaders  were: provide  onentation.  Moreover,
Commander Mekonnen Goshuo from East Gojjam Zone
Police, ond Mr, Alachew Ferihun from Debre Markos
Commercial Bank Branch Manager give onentation on
their respective institutional services,

The. other element to sustain the hospitality is the
Secunity services. Students also get secunity service to
protect them from robbers, accidents and other prob-
lems. To surge hospitality, the university his also avail
difTerent prictical workshops, laboratory rooms, ICT
lab-rooams, ficld visil arcas and apprenticeship sites, The
university has conducted deep renaissance for teachers,
administrative staff and students 1o improve quality edu-
cotion and to sct bases for good feaching leaming envi-
ronment. Furthermore, students got different life skall
trainings in the university. One of the tmining was on
good governance and anti-commuption training for pro-
spective graduating students” focus on concept and pre-
vention of cormiplion to increase their knowledge abow
comuphon and its charactenstics.
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The other hospitability ensuring methad 15 ICT software develop-
ment trainings, Since modern, fast and confidential registrar data
management system plays o great role for residents” hospitality, the
university has developed registrar software 1o give any informa-
tion service to students without any dalliance.

Addinonally, sdents" sport and enterainment gels high atlention
from the university. Students can spend their time when they are
free and finished their duties to refresh their mid with different en-
tertainment mechanisms, which are availed in the university such
ag DETY, football, Vallevball, handball, basketball, table tens,
mini-meshin ond other art related activities.

Education Development army 15 the other aspect 1o keep students
suocesafisl in the campis. In order to make teaching-lexming activ-
ity more productive, feasible, comforiable and relevant 67 teach-
crs, 66 adminstrative staff and 20 students® education: develop-
ment prmy are oganized. In additon 1o this, 160 sdministmtive
staff, 149 teachers and 2235 students | to 5 teamns are formed ot the
umiversity o monitor and evaluate the implementation of 1eaching-
learming activities and to take corrective sctions. In addition to this
one committes, which contains 21 members was formed and fol-
Tows the effectiveness of aducation development army:

A the result of this, hospatality 15 assured and there s no any secu-
nty problem and wellbeing of universaty s community msks have
been addressed early, whech enables students to attend their class
without any problem.
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